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MEMORANDUM 
August 20, 1982 

TO Selected Division Legislative Program Chairs 
FROM: Public Policy Staff 

RE: Your Senator(s) Position on Tuition Tax Credits 

Based on its commitment to full funding for public education and to 
equal educational opportunity for all Americans, AAUW strongly opposes 
Tuition Tax Credits (TTCs) at all educational levels. If enacted into law, 
TTCs would provide special income tax breaks for taxpayers who send their 
children to non-public schools. It is clear that public education funding 
Will be cut in amounts equal to that spent on TTCs. 

President Reagan has proposed that TTCs be enacted for the elementary 
and secondary levels. His proposal, S.2673 in the Senate, and H.R.6701 in 
the House t should be opposed by AAUW members. 

In the Senate the bill is in the Senate Finance Committee where mark¬ 
up has begun and will be completed after the Labor Day recess. Finance 
committee members must hear from their constitutents in opposition to TTCs. 

A Senate floor vote is likely in September. In the House, the bill has been 
referred to the Ways and Means Committee. No action is scheduled at this 
time. 


This memo is accompained by: 

1. ) A list of Senate Finance Committee members with their 

positions on TTCs. 

2. ) A list of other Senators whose votes on TTCs will be critical. 

3. ) A fact sheet on S.2673. 

4. ) If data exists for vour state, selected portions of "The 

Effect of Tuition Tax Credits on urban schools" published 
by the Council of Great City Schools and the American 
Association of School Administrators. This report includes 
data on the impact of TTCs on schools in major urban areas 
of your state. (See Blue Sheet) 

All of the Senators listed on the enclosed sheet should be contacted 
immediately by their constituents. Please use every means available to en¬ 
courage your division members to contact your senators and use the enclosed- 
information to persuade your senator(s) to vote against TTCs. Of particular 
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importance is the information on your state taken from the report entitled 
"The Effect of Tuition Tax Credits on Urban Schools." 

Arrange for information from this report to be printed in a letter-to- 
the-editor of newspapers with local and state wide circulation. Send copies 
of this information to state and local school boards. 

Please notify Tricia Smith in the AAUW Public Policy Department of any 
important developments regarding your Senator(s) position on TTCs. 


aw 


cc: ALPC 



